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UM DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER SERIES FEATURES 
FOUTS ON "APES AND LANGUAGE"
MISSOULA—
Dr. Roger Fouts, an experimental psychologist who pioneered in teaching apes 
to use the American sign language for the deaf, will give a free, public lecture on 
"Apes and Language" Friday, Jan. 30, at 8 p.m. in the University Center Ballroom 
at the University of Montana.
The presentation, which will include slides and a film showing Fouts' work with 
chimpanzees, is part of the UM Distinguished Speaker Series. The lecture is sponsored 
by the psychology department.
Fouts will talk about work done with apes and language to date and will also 
discuss a new frontier.
Fouts worked in the 1960s with experimental psychologists Allan and Beatrice Gardner 
at the University of Nevada, Reno. They were the first to demonstrate that chimpanzees 
could use sign language to communicate with humans. Washoe, a chimp used in the experiments, 
has since learned about 300 signs.
Fouts then moved to the University of Oklahoma, Norman, where he trained a whole 
colony of chimps to sign. He and Washoe are now at Central Washington University,
Ellensburg, where he is engaged in research directed at finding out if a mother can teach 
her offspring to use sign language. Washoe so far has taught her year-old son to use 
about 10 signs.
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